National By-Laws

Preamble

InfraGard is dedicated to increasing the security of the critical infrastructures of the
United States of America. All InfraGard participants are committed to the proposition
that a robust exchange of information about threats to and actual attacks on these
infrastructures is an essential element to successful infrastructures protection efforts.
The goal of InfraGard is to enable that information flow so that the owners and
operators of infrastructures can better protect themselves and so that the United
States government can better discharge its law enforcement and national security
responsibilities.

Article I

Nature of InfraGard: InfraGard is a cooperative undertaking between the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (hereinafter, the “FBI"”) and other non-FBI members
(hereinafter, the "“Membership”). The Membership includes an association of
businesses, academic institutions, state and local law enforcement agencies, and
other participants. All decisions made on behalf of InfraGard shall be by consensus
between the FBI and the Membership. The FBI will be represented at the national
level by the Director of the National Infrastructure Protection Center (or an FBI
official designated by the NIPC Director) and at the local level by the Assistant
Director in Charge (ADIC) or Special Agent in Charge (SAC) of the local FBI field
office (or an FBI official designated by the ADIC or SAC). The Membership will be
represented at the national level by the National Executive Committee, and at the
local level by the Executive Committee of the local InfraGard chapter. These By-Laws
are intended to cover actions and decisions made on behalf of InfraGard, or
identified in some way with InfraGard (such as through the use of the InfraGard
name). Nothing in them is intended to limit the ability of the FBI or any member of
InfraGard to act outside of InfraGard. As used in this document, “InfraGard” is
understood to mean the FBI and the Membership acting in consensus at the national
or local level.

Article 11

Purpose and Objectives: The purpose and primary objective of InfraGard is to
increase the security of the United States national infrastructures through ongoing
exchanges of information relevant to infrastructure protection and through
education, outreach, and similar efforts to increase awareness of infrastructure
protection issues.

Article II1

Membership: General membership shall be open to all parties interested in
supporting the purposes and objectives of InfraGard as stated in this document and
who meet such other qualifications, as the InfraGard Membership shall establish.
Membership will be considered without regard to race, religion, color, national origin,
age, sex, sexual orientation, or disability. All members shall execute the “National
Membership Application/Agreement” prior to admission. The InfraGard Membership
may expel any member based on that member’s violation of these By-Laws, the
National Membership Application/Agreement, or any other duly enacted requirements
of InfraGard. Additionally, the InfraGard Membership may exclude or expel from



membership any organization, individual, or other entity whose past behavior or
public statements create substantial doubt that the organization, individual, or entity
in question would actually abide by the requirements of InfraGard membership if
admitted. Membership does not entitle an InfraGard participant to obtain information
form the FBI.

Article 1V

Local Chapters: On the local level, InfraGard initially will be organized into 56
chapters (hereinafter “Local Chapters”), each associated with a field office of the FBI.
The Membership of each Local Chapter will elect an Executive Committee, consisting
of at least three members, with each member having one vote. The Executive
Committee will be responsible for administration of the Local Chapter and for liaison
with the FBI representative (who will attend all Executive Committee meetings). The
Executive Committee may organize itself in whatever manner seems appropriate to
the local circumstances, and may establish officers and subordinate committees as
appropriate. In addition to electing the Executive Committee, the Local Chapter may
choose to enact its own by-laws addressing matters of membership, administration,
organization or other matters, so long as such by-laws are enacted by a two-thirds
vote of the Local Chapter and are fully consistent with the National By-Laws, National
Membership Agreement, and other duly enacted national requirements of InfraGard.

Article V

National Organization: InfraGard will hold an annual National Convention at which
each Local Chapter will be represented. A majority of the total number of Local
Chapters, each having one vote, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business of InfraGard at the national level. At the first National Convention, the Local
Chapters will elect by simple majority a National Executive Committee consisting of
seven members. The membership term on the National Executive Committee shall be
two years and shall be staggered. To implement a staggered election cycle, three of
the initial members of the National Executive Committee shall be elected to one-year
terms. The National Executive Committee will be responsible for administration of
the Local Chapters and for liaison with the FBI national representative (who will
attend all National Executive Committee meetings). The National Executive
Committee shall, as needed, develop proposed national policy for InfraGard in
response to proposals by Local Chapters or the FBI. The National Executive
Committee will circulate any such proposed policy to the Local Chapters and shall
enact such policy with the concurrence of the FBI and a majority of the Local
Chapters. A majority of the National Executive Committee members shall constitute
its quorum, and each member shall have one vote. Prior to the first National
Convention, a Provisional National Executive Committee will serve, elected by the
Indiana, Northern Ohio and Southern Ohio Local Chapters, acting pursuant to such
by-laws as these Local Chapters adopt. At least two months prior to the annual
National Convention, the [Provisional] National Executive Committee shall make
nominations for election to it, with the slate of nominees being equal in humber to
the number of seats vacant or to be vacated at the end of the year. Members of the
[Provisional] National Executive Committee may be nominated for reelection. The list
of nominees shall be sent to each Local Chapter together with at least one month’s
notice of the annual National Convention. Further nominations in writing, signed by
at least twenty InfraGard members or selected by any Local Chapter, shall be
presented for election if received by the [Provisional] National Executive Committee
ten days prior to the National Convention.



Article VI

New Local Chapters: Any grouping of the InfraGard Membership may request
provisional recognition as a new Local Chapter through the National Executive
Committee, which may approve such request with the concurrence of the FBI. A
grouping of the InfraGard Membership obtaining provisional recognition as a Local
Chapter shall be known as a “Provisional Chapter.” At the National Convention, as its
first order of business, the Membership will recognize and approve Provisional
Chapters through a simple majority vote, with each existing Local Chapter casting
one vote. Provisional Chapters that are approved will be recognized as Local
Chapters following the approval or denial of all Provisional Chapters existing at the
time of the National Convention.

Article VII

Funding: Absent other arrangements, all participants in InfraGard will bear their own
expenses. Local Chapters may, if they choose, enact membership dues or otherwise
collect funds from the local Membership. Any funds so collected will be administered
by the local Executive Committee in compliance with rules enacted by the Local
Chapter for the proper handling of InfraGard funds. The National Executive
Committee may also collect and administer funds if so authorized by a two-thirds
vote of Local Chapters. All funds collected from the Membership will remain in the
possession of the Membership and shall not be held, administered, or distributed by
the FBI. No funds collected from the Membership shall be used to fund official FBI
activities or otherwise augment the authorized budget of the FBI.

Article VIII

Statement of Ethics: All InfraGard participants will conduct themselves in compliance
with all applicable federal, state, and local laws. InfraGard is committed to
establishing an atmosphere of trust among its members. InfraGard participants will
not betray that trust by engaging in illegal activity, by knowingly submitting false or
misleading information to InfraGard, or by seeking some commercial or other
advantage at the expense of other members through actions taken within InfraGard.

Article IX

Amendments: The National Executive Committee, the FBI, or any Local Chapter, can
propose amendments to these National By-Laws. Such amendments will be
considered at the National Convention and will be adopted with the concurrence of
the FBI and a simple majority of the Local Chapters. The FBI will give the strongest
consideration in favor of adopting any amendment proposed by the majority of Local
Chapters.
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